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Gjeneral-Leitnan Mehmet Shehu

Gleneral-Leitnan Mehmet Chehu was born in 1913 4n the village of Corush

£r. ARt lciing au elementary equcetion in his native villege,
he went to the technical school in Tirana, gradueting in 1932. Evea then, Shehu
was meking a name for himseif through his revolutionary and antl-Zogist activity.
In 1935 be received e scholurship to continue militery training. for which he
shoved great aptitude, in th. college in Naples, Italy., Zogist and Fascist sples
who were strdving with lin tullewed his revolutionary activities and reported
them to tue Znglet regime, wiizn called him back to Tiraum, cut off his schalar-
shlp, and arrested nLim.

in M=l71: Afler compl

In Italy, Skeb' became still better acqualnted with the rorruption of
Fascism ang developed still greoater distaste for Fasciswm and the Zogist reglme.,
He voluniecered for the war in Spain, and in November 1937 cressed the border
between France and Spain illegally. Once in Svain, he Joined the 13th Inter-
national {the Garitaidi) Brigede. Arter a short time he became Deputy Commander
of the 4th Battalior of the Geribaldi Brigade. He was made a member of the
Spanish Communist Party in December 1937.

After the war in Spain, when the International Brigedes and the Spanish Re- 1
publican Army withdrew to Frarnce, Shehu was interned on 9 February 1939 in a
French concentration camp by the regime of Daladicr, Paul Reyneud, and Fetain,
He remained there for 40 months. While there he was made a member of the Party
Committee of the camp.

On 10 August 1942 Shehu returned to Albania to take part in *he strecgle
against the Fascist octupation. He was brought from Fraace in custody, ._.ing
from prison to prison, uctil he reached the Jail in Tirane, in walch he cerved
24 days. Once free, he joined the underground, made contact with the Perty
leeders of the Vlone dls Lrict, and at once began to organize and mobilize the
p2ople for combat. He was made s membar of the Vlone District Committec and
later Organizational Secretary of the same committee. He helped considersbiy
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Partisan company in Mall:

asion of the Parvy werhersiiip. When the first

* was organlzed, Shehu was nade its coimmander

or. 4 Februery 1943, Snehi wos cno of the leaders in the battles of GJorm,
Patos, snd Selenice, and cther:., He also played an important part ip destroying
the anti-Communist faction organized 1n the Vlone district iu <he summer of 1943
0y Sadix Fremtja (Xhepi).

In the first national roncrence of the Libanien (omaunist Party, Mehmet
Shehu was maje a handidar \alternate wember) c¢f the Central Committee of the
Party.

Shehu successfully ls=d the forces of the people of Mallakester in the cam-
pPalgn of June and July 19%3. On 15 August 1943, by ordes of the General Staff,
he was wade commander of the 1st Assaul Jdrigode of the Army of National Iibera-
tion. Under the leadership of Tvk Jakova as Political Commissar and Mehmet
Shehu as commander, the brigade won great distinction.

Shehu wes made a member of th General Anti-Fascist Council and pramoted
Lo colorel by the Congress. Upon the formation of the 1st Division he war made
Deputy Commander and in August 194k, Commander. Shehu directed the liveration
of Tirana. In 194k he wns prouoted to Gjeneral Major and Second Assistant to
the Chief of Staff.

Sheht countinued his military ctediec in the Voroshilov High Academy of the
General Staff of the Soviet Army. e wes recalled by the Central Committee be-
fore he had finished his course at the acedemy, and made Chief of S<aff in
August 1946, The Democratlc Front made him o member of its General Council and
of its Executive Committee. In 1947 the people of Tropoje electad him as their
deputy to the Popular Assembly.

fC

As Chief of g
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military sclence of the Soviets to the Albanien Army.

In October 1968 Shehu was oppointed linister of Internal Affairs, and in
fiovember was made Prime Minister, retaining his poct as Minicter of the Interior.

l The First Congress of the Albanian Communist Party, in recognition of his

pply the progressive

™

services in the ¢ -uggle for national liberation and in modernizing the army,

and in recognition of Lis loyalty to the USSR and his campalgn against Yugoslavia

and Yugoslav collaboraters in the Albenian Communist Party, made Shehu e memher

of its Central Committee, & _member of the Politburo of the Ceniral Committee,

rnd Secretary of tha PPSh Lthe Albanisn Workers! Party, i.e., the new name or tn
Communist Pa.rt;[]. On 8 July 1949 Glencral-Major Shehu wos promoted to Cjemeral-Leitnan,

Gjeneral-Ma jor Shefget Peci

GJjeneral-Major Shefzet Peci was born in 1906 in the village of Picar in
Kurvelesh, His family were middle peasants. He went to elementary scheol in
Albanis and in 1931 finished 3 years in artillery school. From school he Joined
the Army with the rank of sergeant-major of aictiliery, and st the same time made
contact with the anti-Zogist greup in the fumy which was led by Dedri Spahiu.

For political activity against the Zog regive, Peci was arrested in 1937 with

& group of officers. Although imprisoned anl tortured, Peci and his cowrades
continued .eir activities. After 4 months ia prizon he was freed and discherged
from Zog's Army. He continued his revolutionesy and anti-Zogist work, for which
he was kept under constant survcillance by Zog's agents.

Because of financial difficulties, Peci was obliged to go to work as a Jani-
tor in the Normal School in Elvasan in 1938. Neveriheless he continued his revo-
lutionary and snti-Zogist work in close cooperation with his comrader in reststance
groups.

-2 .-
CONSIDINTIAL

Gl r ‘

vl

TTlaw L Ly

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/28 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600290275-5



. R

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/28 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600290275-5

1

!

M e i W g il

CONFIDENTIAL

After the arrival of the Italian Fescists, Peci bzcame more disgusted han
ever with Fascism. Together with students in the Normal 3chool in Elbasan, he
organized anti-Fascist demonstratioms. For his revoluticnary activity he was
arrested in 1942 and spent % months in Jail. After he was freed, he worked for
a time in the underground. 1In the Kardhiq and Kurvelesh districts he organized
Covrcils of National Liberation and mobilized the people. As soon as the
Albenian Communist Party was formed, he was made a member. He was also made 8
member of the Gjinokaster District Council.

At the end of 1942 he was made Cammissar of the "Cercis Topulli” Partisan
company, and on 7 August was made Commisser of the "Hasim Zeneii® Battalion,
He was appointed Commissar of the First Perzier Troup, and in December 1943 was
made Commander of the 5th Brigade. For his distinguished service against the
Ttalians and Germaas as the Commander of the 5th Brigade, in September 194ii he
was made Deputy Commander of the 1lst Assault Division, in October Cemmander of
the Operational Staff of the 2d and 25t Brigades, and in Novembe:r Commander of
the III Army Corps.

In May 1944 he “ook part in the Congress of Permet, and there was made a
member of the General Council. He was also promoted to the rank of major.

After the liberaiion Peci served as Inspector of the People's Army. In
March 1946 he was made Comaznder cof the 3d Divislon, in May 1946 Commander of
the 5th Division, and in 1wk Director of Miiitary Training. Later he was
appointed Commander c¢ uhe DiP /Division fcr the Defense of the People, i.e,,
the Security Polize/. In December 1945 he was elected a deputy te the Popuar
Assembly from Kurvelesh.

At present Peci is a Hendidat of the Central Cormittee cf the PPSh and
quartermaster of the People's Army. On 8 July he was promoted to Gjeneral-Major.

Gjeneral-Major Haxhi Llesghi

GJeneral-Major Hoaxhi Llesh® wus born in 1913 in the village ¢t Reeran in
the Diber district. He - .nb to elementary school and completed cne year of
gymasium (secondary school) there.

He tcok pert in the resistancze 4o the Italian occupation in the Zerqan dis-
trict after April 194i. 1In the summer of 1942 he was made Commander of the
Partisen company in the Diber district. In September 1942 he want to the Pezs

Conference as the dolsgcace of the Diber LOLPHILY .

Lleshi was wounded in one of his company's many eacouanters with the e my.
In July 1943 he was made Commander for the Diber district and battalion cormander.

Between 1942 and 1044, Lleshi fought nnd worked with the Yugoslav Partisans
in Maceionia ond ir Albani=,

At the Conference of Lebino* he was made 2 member of the General Ccuncil of
National Liberation, and on 16 July was made o menbder of the General Statf of the
Army of National Liveratiuz, ile took part in the Congress of Permet on 24 May 1944,
at vhich he was made & merber cof the Anti-Fasciss Council of Nationul Literation.
At this time he was promcted to colonel. At the beginning of 1943 he was made &
member of the PPSh. He served as Minister of Internal Affairs fram the second
meeting of the Anti-Fascist Council in Berat +o the beginning of 1946, At present
be is Minister without Portfolio and chairman of the State Control. Commission ad
Interin.

Al the First Congress ¢f the Communist Party of Albania, Lleshi was elached
8 Kandidat of the Central Committee of the PPSh.

On 8 July 1943 he wes promoted to Gjeneral -Major.
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G jeneral-Major Tahir Kacareja

Glenersl-Major Tahir Kedercjsc was bora at Gjinckaster im 1513. He comuleted
5 years of lycee (secondary school) and later took a 2-year course in artillery
weapons, ending in 193l. From 1931 to 1937 he served as an artillery officer In
the Albanian Armyr. During this time he associated with a group of officers with
Communist leanings. He took an actual part in the Fier Movement. Eveniually he
was arrested by tue Zog regime and sment 8 months in prison because of his Com- !
munist activity. After serving his term, he was sent to GJinokaster as an
internee, but he was pernitted to move about freely in the city,

In 1938 he went to Greece, with the intention of geing on to fight in Spain.
However, he was arrested in Greece and handed over to the Albanian govermment.

During the occupatior, Kadareja continued his revolutlonary activity. Ac a
menber of a Commmist group, he fought ageinst the occupation in iepelene and
Tirana.

When the struggle for national liberation began, he became an active partici-
pant in it, He was mcde o member of the Comcunist Party in 1942, He worked for
and helped organize the movem~nt in the Gjinokaster district. He worked there
illegelly, under orders from the Party, from the spring of 1942 on. He was con-
demned to death in absemtia by the Fascist court in Giinokaster.

In the gpring or 1942 radmeja was mede .ommander of the "Zogeris" Partisan
company. Thlg company conducted .arge-scele pronaganda work in the villages 1%
passed through, set wp councils, and buil+ police stations in the Zagorl, Pogoen,
Lunxheri, and other districts.

In September 1942 he wes put in churge of the forces of the GJinokaster
district. His work there included recruliing volunteers for combat. A2 a mem-
ber of the District Committee for Gjinokaster district he took pert in the first
national ceuference of the Albanien Communist Purty es a delegate from that dis-
trict. In August 1943 he was appointed Deputy Comeander of the lst Brigade, end

he led it in verious enmeazemanta with 4he on
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ng the coamy. In December 1947 he was made
Commander of the 6th Brigzde. In August 1944 he commanded the 24 Divicsion in the
liberation of northern Albenia. In December 1944 he br.came Commender of the II
Corps. .

In the Congress of Permet in 1944 he was made & member of the General Council.
He was promoted to lieutenant-colonel, and in Hovember 194l to cclenel

In the Front Congress of 1945 XKacdereda was made a member of the Ceneral
Council. Afvcer the ]liberation he studied in the Voroshilor Militery Academy ia
Moscow. !

At present Kadarelo is Commindant of Art*liery in tne Ministry of Natiora'
Defence.

On 8 July 1949 he wos promoted to Gjen.rel-Major.

GJeneral -Major GJlin Murxu

GJeneral-Major Gjin i.rku was born in 1918 in Bas te Burrelit in a poor
peasant famdly. Ie received his primary cducation in the orphanage in Tirene.
He enroiled in the Technical Schocl in Tirana in the Agriculture Branch ond
spent 4 years there. He won a contest and was appointed Agricultural Technician
in Korce, a position which he held until August 1941.
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Bis revoluticnary career began in 1936, vhen h: took part in a strike in ‘11

Korce. In 1937 he joilned the Korce Youth and the "Puna” (Labor) Scclety, aad —
became a member of & guerrille <roup. Thereafter he devoted himself to agitation ‘i‘_ !
and struggle against the Zog regime. After the occupation he worked against the &
Fascist regime. On 15 Ausust 1941 he began undercover activities, He j~ined a Y .

guerrilla group in the Korce district cnd worked with it.

9
Around Novembew 1941 he wes sent to the Partisan company of Peze. He re- ? A
meined witk it until February 1942. On orders of the Provisional Central Com- ’.
mittee of the Albanian Comrumist Party he went to Berat to organize the resjstance o
and to form the first Partisen compony of Skrepar, in which he served as Com- 3 A
missar. In the Berat disirict he organized Partisan companies and battalions. - B

When the Gezeral Steff of the 4rmy of National Liberation was formed, he
was mede Commissar of the Berat district, with the rank of major. In May 1544
he became commander of the Tth Brigade, and in Mey 1944 commnnder of the 6th
Division. Wi+h this divisicn he served in Yugoslavia, Montenegro, the Sandjak,
snd ir sauthern Sosnia as far os Visegrad., On 29 llovember 19%4 he was proamoted
to lieutenany slonel, On 1 May 1945 he was appointed Communder of the I Army
Corps, and i July 1045 was nade a coloncl.

- In September 1GL5 he was sent to the Voroshilov General Staff Academy in
the USSR. He finished his course in 1948, 7Tn June 1948 he wos named Director
of Artillery in the Ministry of Haticnal Defence, At present he is Director of

. Combat Training in the Minisiry of Nationel Defense,

Marku hac been a member of the Albaricn Courvnist Party since ites formetioa.
On 8 July 1949 he was promoted to Gjlemeral-Major.
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